CRISIS IN THE GULF

Since April 20, oil has been gushing from the BP well deep in the Gulf
of Mexico. No one knows how much cil is flowing or how long before
It is capped.

Coastal waters are home to such species as shrimp,

oysters and gag grouper (an imperiled species in the Gulf).
Turtles and dolphins also live in these waters.

- o

Endangered and vulnerable shark species in the Gulf include ;
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What is known, however, is that the oil-and the chemical dispersants
used to break it up~have devastating effects on the array of marine life
of the "American Mediterranean.”

Plankton, the base of the marine
food web, live in surface waters.
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