
This is part of a 50-state assessment of transportation systems 
by the Pew Center on the States and the Rockefeller Foundation.
For more information, please see the full report online at 
www.pewcenteronthestates.org/transportation.

*National Association of State Budget Officers State Expenditure Report 2010.

Methodology: States were given one of three ratings—leading the way, 
showing mixed results or trailing behind—based on whether they have 
the goals, performance measures and data needed to help decision makers 
ensure their surface transportation systems are advancing six key goals. The 
ratings are based on 10 criteria. Each state was rated for its performance in 
each of the six goal areas and given an overall rating. 
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The state spent an estimated 
$1.06 billion on transportation 
in fiscal year 2010.*
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SOURCES: Hawaii Department of Transportation, “Setting the Course: Hawaii Statewide Transportation Plan,” September 2002, http://hawaii.
gov/dot/administration/stp/completehstp.pdf; Hawaii Department of Budget and Finance, “Details of the Operating and Capital Budget, 
Department of Transportation,” December 2010, http://hawaii.gov/budget/bienniumbudget/multiyear/details-of-the-operating-and-capital-bud-
get-by/27.%20Department%20of%20Transportation.pdf. Sources accessed February 28, 2011.

Hawaii is one of 19 states 
trailing behind in having the essential 
tools—goals, performance measures and 
data—needed to help decision makers choose 
more cost-effective transportation funding and 
policy options.

Hawaii is limited in its ability to determine the 
return on its transportation investments partially 
because the statewide long-range transportation 
plan has not been updated since 2002, despite 
the state’s promise to do so every five years. The 
state transportation budget does provide timely 
data and targets for benchmarking performance 
in safety, infrastructure preservation, access, 
mobility and jobs and commerce. The budget 
lacks explanations for changes in performance, 
however. Hawaii has particular room for 
improvement in the area of environmental 
stewardship, where its measurement of the 
transportation system’s performance is limited to 
a question in its 2001 customer service survey. 


