A Federal Offense:
River Herring Robbery

How are river herring managed
on the Atlantic Coast?

River herring are being considered for listing under the Endangered
Species Act. While coastal states limit the catch of these important
species, no restrictions prohibit commercial fisheries from catching
large amounts in federal waters.

Protective Rules
No fishing

These states do not allow
recreational or commercial
fishing, or the landing of
river herring.

f

Limited fishing

These states allow limited
commercial and recreational
river herring fishing in state
waters, or boats fishing in
federal waters can land river
herring bycatch (in MA and NJ).

No Rules

Lots of fishing

In federal waters, there
are no restrictions on the
catch of river herring.




