
SPECIES INFORMATION

The oceanic whitetip (Carcharhinus longimanus) 
is an open-ocean species with a distinctive white 

tip on its dorsal fi n. Although it is one of the most 

widespread shark species, found throughout the 

world’s tropical and temperate seas, it is also one of 

the most threatened.

Oceanic whitetip sharks have experienced signifi cant 

population declines due largely to overexploitation 

fueled by a global demand for their large, highly 

valued fi ns. They are assessed by the International 

Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red 

List of Threatened Species as critically endangered 

in the northwest and western central Atlantic Ocean 

and as vulnerable globally. In addition, the oceanic 

whitetip falls into the United Nations Food and 

Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) lowest productivity 

category, meaning that it has an extremely low 

reproductive capacity, making it particularly 

vulnerable to overexploitation. It is also one of the 

ocean’s most vulnerable species.

Several scientifi c studies document the drastic 

decline in this shark’s populations. One population 

study in the Gulf of Mexico estimated a drop of 99 

percent in just four generations.17 In the northwest 

Atlantic, an analysis showed declines of up to 70 

percent since 1992.18 A similar analysis in the Pacifi c 

estimated a 90 percent decline in biomass.19 Most 

recently, a 2012 stock assessment in the western 

and central Pacifi c Ocean determined that oceanic 

whitetip sharks were overfi shed and that overfi shing 

is occurring.20

Several targeted fi sheries exist for oceanic whitetips, 

which are also frequently caught as bycatch in tuna 

and swordfi sh fi sheries.21 Although this species 

experiences a high catch-survival rate on longline 

fi shing gear and could be released alive,22 the low 
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market value of its meat coupled with the high value 

of its fi ns often leads fi shermen to instead remove 

the fi ns at sea and dispose of the carcass overboard.

Oceanic whitetip fi ns are easily identifi ed 

in trade by the white tips, rounded shape, and 

large size, making them one of the most distinctive 

products in the shark fi n trade. Identifi cation of 

these unprocessed fi ns can be done by visual 

observation alone, with a DNA study of fi ns showing 

that fi n traders can identify oceanic whitetip fi ns 

with 100 percent accuracy.23 These sharks make 

up approximately 1.8 percent of the identifi ed 

fi ns entering the Hong Kong market.24 From this 

information, scientists have estimated that 250,000 

to 1.3 million oceanic whitetips are killed worldwide 

per year for the fi n trade.25

Oceanic whitetips are receiving some protection 

through recently agreed conservation and 

management measures by some regional fi sheries 

management organizations (RFMOs). But these 

measures do not extend to the full range of the 

species, nor do they regulate international trade. 

Furthermore, these measures apply only to oceanic 

whitetip sharks taken in the specifi c fi sheries 

covered by those particular RFMOs and only 

to the governments that are members of those 

RFMOs. Three regional fi sheries management 

organizations—the International Commission for the 

Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, the Inter-American 

Tropical Tuna Commission, and the Western 

and Central Pacifi c Fisheries Commission—have 

prohibited the retention onboard, transshipment, 

and landing of oceanic whitetip sharks within 

their fi sheries.

BENEFITS OF A CITES LISTING

A proposal to include the species in Appendix II was 

proposed at the 15th meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties (CoP15) and was endorsed by the FAO, 

the CITES Secretariat, and TRAFFIC/IUCN. However, 

at that time, the proposal was narrowly rejected. 

Although RFMOs have taken some conservation 

and management actions since CoP15, huge 

gaps in regulations remain, and enforcement and 

compliance are limited.

Including oceanic whitetips in CITES Appendix II will 

help States enforce their domestic prohibitions and 

help contracting Parties to relevant RFMOs ensure 

compliance with existing management measures. 

An Appendix II listing is scientifi cally justifi ed and 

essential to ensure that trade occurs only from legal 

and sustainable fi sheries, and it would help facilitate 

data collection across the species’ range.

W
H

ITE
TIP

9



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /Geometric415BT-BlackA
    /Geometric415BT-LiteA
    /Geometric415BT-MediumA
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /None
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /None
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /None
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ENU ([Based on 'HARRIS HIGH RES_BLEED_good'] [Based on 'Illustrator Default'] These are the default settings when saving an Illustrator file as an Adobe PDF document. Use these settings when you plan on editing the file again in Illustrator, or when you need to place it in a layout application such as InDesign, or when the final use of the file is unknown)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks true
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks true
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        9
        9
        9
        9
      ]
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements true
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MarksOffset 9
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




