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Because no single source has all the necessary data for every year examined, several sources were used to 
produce the maps in this infographic. There are slight differences in the data, as described below.

Data on the total United States population and the foreign-born 
population

Year Source Notes

1980, 1990, 
2000

U.S. Census Bureau. “Working Paper No. 81, Historical 
Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of 

the United States: 1850 to 2000.” 

Not adjusted for unauthorized immigrants  
not counted in the census.  

Adjusted estimates are not available.

2010
Pew Hispanic Center’s “Statistical Portrait of the 

Foreign-Born Population in the United States, 2010,” 
Table 11.

Adjusted for unauthorized immigrants  
not counted in the census.

Data on the unauthorized population

Year Source Notes

1980

Jeffrey Passel and Karen A. Woodrow. “Population 
Division, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Geographic 

Distribution of Undocumented Immigrants: Estimates of 
Undocumented Aliens Counted in the 1980 Census by 

State.” International Migration Review 18:3 (1984): 642-71.

Not adjusted for unauthorized immigrants  
not counted in the census.  

Adjusted estimates are not available.

1990

Office of Policy and Planning, U.S. Immigration and 
Naturalization Service. “Estimates of the Unauthorized 

Immigrant Population Residing in the United States: 
1990 to 2000.”

Adjusted for unauthorized immigrants  
not counted in the census.

2000, 2010 Pew Hispanic Center’s “Unauthorized Immigrant 
Population: National and State Trends, 2010.”

Adjusted for unauthorized immigrants  
not counted in the census.
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For a description of Pew Hispanic Center’s methodology for estimating the unauthorized population, see 
“Unauthorized Immigrants: How Pew Research Counts Them and What We Know About Them.” (April 2013). 
http://www.pewresearch.org/2013/04/17/unauthorized-immigrants-how-pew-research-counts-them-and-
what-we-know-about-them.

For a history of estimates of the unauthorized population, see the Congressional Research Service’s 2011 report 
“Unauthorized Aliens Residing in the United States: Estimates Since 1986,” http://trac.syr.edu/immigration/
library/P5844.pdf.

The share of each state’s population that is foreign-born is calculated by dividing the state’s foreign-born 
population by its total population. Likewise, the share of each state’s unauthorized residents is found by dividing 
each state’s unauthorized immigrant population by its total population.

Because the 1990 and 2000 estimates of the unauthorized population were adjusted to include people not 
counted in the census and because the total population numbers for those years were not adjusted, the share of 
each state’s unauthorized immigrant population may be slightly overstated. However, any differences are likely to 
be insignificant, because small increases to the total population would have very little effect on the ratio.

Sources
Department of Homeland Security, “Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals,” accessed Aug. 15, 2013,  http://www.dhs.gov/deferred-action-

childhood-arrivals.

Georgetown University Healthy Policy Institute, Center for Children and Families, “Medicaid and CHIP Programs” (2013), accessed Aug. 15, 
2013, http://ccf.georgetown.edu/facts-statistics/medicaid-chip-programs.

Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung, “Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 1850 to 2000,” Working 
Paper No. 81, U.S. Census Bureau (2006), http://www.census.gov/population/www/documentation/twps0081/twps0081.pdf. 

Faye Hipsman and Doris Meissner, “Immigration in the United States: New Economic, Social, Political Landscapes With Legislative Reform on 
the Horizon,” Migration Policy Institute (2013), accessed Aug. 15, 2013,  http://www.migrationinformation.org/Profiles/print.cfm?ID=946.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, “Delegation of Immigration Authority Section 287(g) Immigration and Nationality Act,” Department 
of Homeland Security, accessed Aug. 15, 2013, http://www.ice.gov/287g.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, “FOIA Library,” Department of Homeland Security, accessed Aug. 15, 2013, http://www.ice.gov/foia/
library.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, “Secure Communities,” Department of Homeland Security, accessed Aug. 15, 2013, http://www.ice.
gov/secure_communities.

Kaiser Commission on Medicaid and the Uninsured, “Getting Into Gear for 2014: Findings from a 50-State Survey of Eligibility, Enrollment, 
Renewal, and Cost-Sharing Policies in Medicaid and CHIP, 2012-2013,” the Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation (2013), http://ccf.
georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Getting-Into-Gear-for-2014.pdf.

Languagepolicy.net, “Issues in U.S. Language Policy: Language Legislation in the U.S.A.” (2012), accessed Aug. 15, 2013, http://www.
languagepolicy.net/archives/langleg.htm.

M.P. Lopez, “More Than a License to Drive: State Restrictions on the Use of Driver’s Licenses by Noncitizens” (2004-2005), Southern Illinois 
University Law Journal 29, http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1208878.

National Conference of State Legislatures, “REAL ID State Legislation Database,” accessed Aug. 15, 2013,  http://www.ncsl.org/issues-
research/transport/real-id-state-legislation.aspx. 

National Conference of State Legislatures, “2012 Immigration-Related Laws and Resolutions in the States (Jan. 1–Dec. 31, 2012),” accessed 
Aug. 15, 2013, http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/immig/2012-immigration-related-laws-jan-december-2012.aspx.

National Immigration Law Center, “State Driver’s License Policies & DACA” (2013), accessed Aug. 15, 2013, http://www.nilc.org/
dacadriverslicensestbl.html.

National Immigration Law Center, “Are Individuals Granted Deferred Action Under the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Policy 
Eligible for State Driver’s Licenses?” (2013), http://www.nilc.org/dacadriverslicenses.html.
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National Immigration Law Center, “Overview of States’ Driver’s License Requirements” (2009), http://v2011.nilc.org/immspbs/DLs/state_dl_
rqrmts_ovrvw_2009-04-27.pdf.

National Immigration Law Center, “State Laws & Policies” (2013), accessed Aug. 15, 2013, http://www.nilc.org/eduaccesstoolkit2.html.

Office of Policy and Planning, Immigration and Naturalization Service, “Estimates of the Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing in 
the United States: 1990 to 2000,” U.S. Department of Homeland Security (2003), http://www.dhs.gov/xlibrary/assets/statistics/
publications/Ill_Report_1211.pdf.

Jeffrey Passel and D’Vera Cohn, “Unauthorized Immigrant Population: National and State Trends, 2010,” Pew Hispanic Center (2011),  
http://www.pewhispanic.org/files/reports/133.pdf.

Jeffrey Passel and Karen A. Woodrow, “Population Division, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Geographic Distribution of Undocumented 
Immigrants: Estimates of Undocumented Aliens Counted in the 1980 Census by State,” International Migration Review 18:3(1984): 642-71.

Eileen Patten, “Statistical Portrait of the Foreign-Born Population in the United States, 2010,” Pew Hispanic Center (2012), http://www.
pewhispanic.org/2012/02/21/statistical-portrait-of-the-foreign-born-population-in-the-united-states-2010. 

Huyen Pham, “The Constitutional Right Not to Cooperate? Local Sovereignty and the Federal Immigration Power,” bepress Legal Repository 
(2005), http://law.bepress.com/expresso/eps/771.

Juliet P. Stumpf, “States of Confusion: The Rise of State and Local Power Over Immigration,” North Carolina Law Review 86 (2008), pp. 1557-
1618.

Daniel J. Tichenor and Alexandra Filandra, “Raising Arizona v. United States: Historical Patterns of American Immigration Federalism,” Lewis and 
Clark Law Review 16:4 (2012), http://law.lclark.edu/live/files/13227-lcb164art3tichenor.pdf.

U.S. Census Bureau, “The Foreign-Born Population in the United States: 2010,” http://www.census.gov/prod/2012pubs/acs-19.pdf.

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, “Public Laws Amending the INA,” last updated May 2013, http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/
menuitem.f6da51a2342135be7e9d7a10e0dc91a0/?vgnextoid=fa7e539dc4bed010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=-
fa7e539dc4bed010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&CH=publaw.

Ruth Ellen Wasem, “Unauthorized Aliens Residing in the United States: Estimates Since 1986,” Congressional Research Service 7-5700 (2011), 
http://trac.syr.edu/immigration/library/P5844.pdf.

For further information, please visit: 
pewstates.org/immigration

Contact: Sarah Leiseca 
Email: sleiseca@pewtrusts.org  
Project website: pewstates.org/immigration

The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the power of knowledge to solve today’s most challenging problems. Pew applies a rigorous, analytical 
approach to improve public policy, inform the public, and stimulate civic life.
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