
 

Alcohol consumption 
plays an undeniable 
role in Wisconsin’s 
history and culture. 
This State has one of 
the highest rates of 
heavy, binge, and 
underage drinking in 
the nation. 
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• Excessive alcohol consumption is the third leading lifestyle-related cause of death in the United States (CDC, 

2012). 

• Research demonstrates positive correlations between alcohol outlet density, violent crime (domestic abuse, 

violence, assault & sexual assault) and alcohol consumption (Campbell et al, 2009; Gruenewald et al, 2002; & 

NCADD, n.d.). 

 

• Results are pending. 

• Rate of alcohol related hospital visits statistically higher for Madison, WI than Dane Co. (PHMDC, 2002-2012). 

• Dane County youth who reported alcohol consumption within last 12 months were:  

• 3 times more likely to have experienced forced sex. 

• 2 times more likely to be in a car where driver had been drinking (DCYA, 2012). 

• Drinking prevalence higher in LGBT youth and youth eligible for free or reduced price lunches (DCYA, 2012). 

• Liquor and drug violations most prevalent crimes on and near UW Madison campus (2008-2009). 

 

 
 

• This HIA was the first to be conducted by Public Health Madison Dane County (PHMDC) and therefore was a 
learning opportunity and capacity building exercise for all stakeholders involved. Lessons learned through this HIA 
will help inform future HIAs in Madison, WI.  

• Through this HIA the Madison Common Council recognized the importance of including a health equity framework 
into public policy decision making.  

• This HIA provided an opportunity to understand the complexity of alcohol regulation, to visualize it through a public 
health lens and to explore its health and socioeconomic determinants in addition to its legal and law enforcement 
aspects.  

• Drafting of recommendations with stakeholders. Recommendations will focus on harm reduction strategies and 
strategic messaging.  

• Final report to be presented to the Madison Common Council on Oct 14th.  

• Dissemination of final HIA report to stakeholders and community members. 

• Monitoring & evaluation of HIA impacts and outcomes. 

 Public Health Madison & Dane County 

 Wisconsin Public Health Association’s HIA Section 

 University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute  

 City of Madison staff  

 Madison Common Council 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Madison, Dane 
County, Wisconsin, 
with a population of 
233,700 and home to 
the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, 
has 523 people per 
alcohol outlet.  

 In 2007 Madison passed 
ALDO, an ordinance 
limiting the number of 
alcohol outlets in the 
downtown area. ALDO 
will sunset Jan 2014 . 

Alcohol density is defined 
as the number of alcohol 
outlets within a given 
area or population. 

This HIA is intended to inform the Madison 
Common Council’s decisions on a set of alcohol 
policy and business development 
recommendations developed by city staff for the 
ALDO sunset. This study focuses on the city staff’s 
proposals concerning:  

 Management of number & type of alcohol licenses. 

 Improving enforcement of alcohol regulations. 

 Enhancement of entertainment and retail diversity. 

 Systematically assessing the health implications of 
city staff recommendations.  

 Enabling wide stakeholder participation. 

 Providing a health equity lens. 

County Health Rankings . Breaking Down the Rankings Model: Tobacco and Alcohol Use.  
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/sites/default/files/documents/webinars/ARR_04232013

_Webinar_BreakingDownRankings_TobaccoAlcohol.pdf) 

 

 

:  
 Peer reviewed literature.  

 Key informant interviews with business owners and   

directors of community organizations. 

 Focus group discussions with UW-Madison students. 

 Engagement of City of Madison staff and alders, UW 

Madison stakeholders, statewide experts.  

 Analyses of relevant population health data. 
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http://www.spreadshirt.com/wisco
nsin+t-shirts 

The exact nuances of what unfolds are complex and 
multifaceted. Rather than imply causation this visualization 

provides a big picture depiction of the study.  
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- Green space   - Lights 

- Food Access - Noise   

- Pro-activeness - Vandalism 

- Social interaction - Arson 

- Transportation -Theft/Burglary 

- Walkability & Bikeability    

-Level of community involvement  

 

 
- Alcohol related crashes 

- Alcohol related crashed resulting in ED visit 

- OWI or DUI    - Drinking while driving 

- Riding in car with someone who has been 

drinking excessively  

 

- Assaults  - Sexual assault 

- Battery  - Rape 

- Alcohol Poisoning  - Drowning 

- Other Unintentional Injuries - Suicide 

 

- Unplanned sexual activity 

- Unprotected sexual activity 

- Unintended pregnancy 

 - Psychological impairment  

- Other physical impairments  

 

 - GPA  - Graduation Rates 

-Absenteeism - Termination 
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The exact nuances of what unfolds are complex and multifaceted. Rather than 

imply causation this visualization provides a big picture depiction of the study.  

Non-student stakeholder priorities:  

Student stakeholder priorities:  

Both non-student and student priority:  
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