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RHIP HIA Overview

The Decision: City Council’s 2012/13 budget
and subsequent budget decisions

* Should the city fund the inspections
program to allow for expansion of the
enhanced inspections model?

Decision-makers: City Councilors and their
staff; Bureau of Development Services
Administrators
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RHIP HIA Overview

Portland’s two inspections models:
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RHIP HIA Assessment Questions

1. Who is primarily impacted by
sub-standard housing and
inspections programs?

* Lijterature review; local
case studies; local

knowledge
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RHIP HIA Assessment Questions

2. How do housing conditions
and housing inspections
impact health and health
equity?

* Literature review; local case
studies
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HEALTH DETERMIANTS

*Funding
for RHIP

Citywide adoption of

Enhanced
Inspections model:
*# of inspections

*# of units inspected

|
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Housing conditions

Exposure to indoor airborne
pollutants

*Mold

*Gases (CO)

v

Stress

Exposure to physical hazards
(fire, life, safety)

Exposure to lead and asbestos
(chipped and peeling paint)

Sanitation

Pests (Bites, Vector-borne
diseases)

*Sewage

Lack of utilities
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HEALTH
OUTCOMES

Asthma, allergies,
headaches, reduced
lung function

High blood pressure,
hypertension,
compromised immune
system

Physical injuries from
falls, burns, or
electrocution

Brain, kidney, and
nerve damage,
anemia, seizures

Bites, vector-borne
diseases, allergies,
asthma, bacterial
illnesses

Multiple health
outcomes




RHIP HIA Assessment Questions

How would health and health
equity be impacted by
expansion or contraction of the
enhanced inspections program?

*  Quantitative analysis of BDS
tracking data

* professional judgment
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RHIP HIA Findings

Status quo

Expansion

Difference from Status
Quo

Elimination

Difference from Status
Quo

1,925

Table 5.5.1 Scenario comparisons by estimated violations per year and units
per year

4,928 2,308
5,421 2,492
493 (10%) 184 (8%)
3,643 1,821
-1,286 (-26%) -487 (-21%)
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RHIP HIA Findings

Table ES1: Summary of health and health equity impacts of the
expansion and elimination scenarios relative to the status quo
Severity
Magnitude of Impact
Direction of Impact (i.e., how Equity Strength of

of (i.e.,how goodor Impact Causal
Scenario Impact many) bad) s Evidence
Expansion + moderate moderate + e
Elimination - moderate moderate - o
Adopt # major major ++ woex

Recommendations
(Expansion +
Education + Improved
Tracking)
Explanations:

Direction of Impact refers to whether the alternative will positively impact health
determinants (+), negatively impact health determinants (-), or have no impact on
health determinants ().

Magnitude of Impact reflects a qualitative judgment of the size of the population of
the anticipated change in health determinant effect: minor, moderate, major.

Severity of Impact reflects the nature of the effect on health determinants and its
permanence: minor, moderate, major.

Equity Impact reflects a qualitative judgment of the magnitude of the anticipated
change in health inequities related to housing conditions: (--)=moderate increase in
health inequities related to housing(-)= minor increase in health inequities related
to housing; (~)=no change; (+)=minor improvement in health equity related to
housing; (++)=moderate improvement in health equity related to housing

Strength of Causal Evidence refers to the strength of the research/evidence showing
causal relationship between the alternatives and the health determinants: * =
plausible but insufficient evidence; ** = likely but more evidence needed; *** =
high degree of confidence in causal relationship. A causal effect means that the
effect is likely to occur, irrespective of the magnitude and severity.



RHIP HIA Assessment Questions

4. What other factors influence the
effectiveness of inspections programs?

* [Literature review/ Evidence-based best
practices
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RHIP HIA Findings

1. There are strong connections between housing,
health and equity

2. The current inspections program faces
challenges in meeting community needs, and

3. The enhanced inspections model holds promise
for better achieving health and health equity in
Portland.
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RHIP HIA Recommendations

inspections model to other parts of
Portland

2. Tenant and property owner/manager
education through the housing inspection
program; and

3. A more robust system of tracking
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RHIP HIA Evaluation
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* Increased understanding of
connections between housing

inspections, health, and equity | §

* Provides useful information
and recommendatlons for
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RHIP HIA Keys to Success

» Balanced and effective Steering Committee
membership

» Credibility with decision-makers
» Characterization of impacts

« Strong emphasis on recommendations and
dissemination

« Equity lens

* Not the numbers!
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