April 15, 2015

Senator Susan Collins
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Senator Heidi Heitkamp
502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Collins and Heitkamp:

We write to express our strong support for the S. 540, the School Food Modernization Act. We
appreciate your leadership in advancing this important legislation.

As the legislation you have sponsored recognizes, American schools are actively working to
provide increasingly healthy and appealing meal offerings, but too many school kitchens were
built decades ago without adequate capacity for procuring, storing, refrigerating, preparing and
serving the foods they’d like to offer today. Many schools need improved equipment or
infrastructure for activities such as baking, cooling and scratch cooking. In addition, making
changes to school meals requires increased training and technical assistance that is often not
accessible to the school nutrition workforce.

The School Food Modernization Act gives school districts and food service administrators the
tools and resources they need to prepare meals that meet updated nutrition standards and provide
wholesome, delicious meals that children will enjoy. The bill provides loan guarantees for
kitchen infrastructure and equipment upgrades, authorizes grants for small but critical equipment
purchases, and supports innovative training opportunities to strengthen the school food service
workforce. This legislation is particularly important because the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) estimates that as many as one-third of U.S. students are already overweight or
obese, putting them at increased risk for serious lifelong diseases. We know that American
children spend more time in school than anywhere outside of their homes, and the choices they
make during the school day can influence their health over a lifetime. Now more than ever, it is
vital to help our schools provide healthy choices for all children.

We applaud your efforts on behalf of America’s school children, and we look forward to
working with you to help advance this important legislative initiative.
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