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The Preservation Green Lab promotes 
the conservation, reuse, and retrofitting of 
existing buildings as a powerful strategy 
for supporting community health, equity, 
and resilience. 
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“I believe that historic preservation can be—
and must be—a key component of any effort to 
promote sustainable development. Indeed, 
preservation is sustainability.”
-Richard Moe, Historic Preservation’s Essential Role in Fighting 
Climate Change, 2008
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Denver 1930
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Denver 1975



Denver 1975
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Denver 2016
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Larimer Square

ReUrbanism
is about great cities.
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Cities that are for people, not cars,
that are diverse, authentic and 

vibrant.

Larimer Square
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Cities that conserve and reuse older 
buildings to create a more 

sustainable, equitable future.

Larimer Square



Challenges for cities
affordability and displacement
loss of character and diversity

climate change and sea level rise

Baltimore
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Make reuse the default choice for cities 
and demolition the last resort

Cincinnati
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Conduct new 
research

Test on the 
ground

Develop 
better tools

Share best 
practices 

Diverse · Equitable · Vibrant 
Healthy · Resilient

How ReUrbanism Works



ReUrbanism Research

“The greenest building is 
one that already exists”

-Carl Elefante

Philadelphia
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It takes 10 to 80 years 
to overcome the climate 

change impacts of demolition 
and new construction

Reusing existing buildings is green

167

The Bloc, Los Angeles. Image Credit: Ratkovich Companies
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© James Gulliver Hancock



ReUrbanism Research

“Cities need old 
buildings”
-Jane Jacobs
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Does built character matter?

1
7
0

• Street life and walkability
• Restaurants and small business 
• Employment
• Diversity 
• Affordability
• Residential density
• Energy efficiency



Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Does built character matter?

Google maps Illustration images: Denver
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Healthy and connected

Google maps Illustration images: Denver

Better 
Walk Score
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Economically diverse

Google maps Illustration images: Denver

More
Small and local businesses
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Socially inclusive

Google maps Illustration images: Denver

More
Woman- and minority-owned 

businesses
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Economically vibrant

Google maps Illustration images: Denver

More jobs 
per square foot
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Energy efficient

Google maps Illustration images: Denver

Less energy use 
per square foot
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Newer, larger, similar age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Cities need old buildings
East and west sides of same block, same day and hour: 2nd Street, San Francisco

Character 
counts
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Atlas of ReUrbanism

50 Cities
• Buildings & blocks
• Designations
• Economics
• Demographics
• Performance
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Washington, DC
Buildings by the Numbers

• 134,309 buildings

• 65.2% 50 years or older

• 51.8% built pre-1945

• 1930 median year built

• 18.7% on National 

Register

• 19.4% locally designated
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Green Lab Research and Solutions 
Climate Change + Resilience
• 2015-2017: Convened meetings with NTHP, 

Union of Concerned Scientists, Society for 
American Archaeology, J.M. Kaplan Fund, 
and others

• Climate Heritage listserv 
• “America’s Eroding Edges”
• Climate change and resilience preservation 

conferences
• Coming soon: Identifying Solutions for URMS
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Conduct new 
research

Test on the 
ground

Develop 
better tools

Share best 
practices 

Diverse · Equitable · Vibrant 
Healthy · Resilient

How ReUrbanism Works
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Louisville

Miami

Detroit

Philadelphia
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Conduct new 
research

Test on the 
ground

Develop 
better tools

Share best 
practices 

Diverse · Equitable · Vibrant 
Healthy · Resilient

How ReUrbanism Works
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Old Codes
NTHP Illustration images: Colfax Avenue,  Denver

X
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NTHP Illustration images: Colfax Avenue,  Denver

Better Codes

X
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Phoenix Adaptive Reuse Ordinance
• Regulatory relief, expedited plan reviews
• Fee waivers
• 85+ projects completed
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Density without Demolition
Left: Downtown Louisville, KY. Map credit: Erik Weber Right: Louisville, KY. Image credit: Andy Snow

Surface parking

Parking garages
Urban Refill:
Vacant buildings
Upper floors
Empty lots
Parking lots
Brownfields
Greyfields
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Conduct new 
research

Develop better 
tools

Test on the 
ground

Share best 
practices 

Diverse · Equitable · Vibrant 
Healthy · Resilient

How ReUrbanism Works
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Share Best Practices

Promote ReUrbanism
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National Trust for Historic Preservation:
www.savingplaces.org/reurbanism

Preservation Green Lab Research Reports:
www.savingplaces.org/preservation-green-lab

Atlas of ReUrbanism:
www.atlasofreurbanism.com

Contact: Anthony Veerkamp, Director of Policy, PGL
aveerkamp@savingplaces.org




