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Save the past. Enrich the future.

Preservation Green Lab and ReUrbanism:

Adapting Older Buildings to Foster More Resilient Communities
Resilient Nation Partnership Network , Washington DC 2017
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National Trust for Historic Preservation

ﬁ{# Preservation Green Lab

The Preservation Green Lab promotes
the conservation, reuse, and retrofitting of
existing buildings as a powerful strategy
for supporting community health, equity,
and resilience.

O
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“| believe that historic preservation can be—
and must be—a key component of any effort to
promote sustainable development. Indeed,
preservation is sustainability.”

-Richard Moe, Historic Preservation’s Essential Role in Fighting
Climate Change, 2008
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Make reuse the default choice for cities
and demolition the last resort
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How RelUrbanism Works

G =

Diverse - Equitable - Vibrant
Healthy - Resilient

btter tIs
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one that already exists”
-Carl Elefante

The Greenest Building:
Quantifying the Environmental
Value of Building Reuse

AREPORT By WITH SUPPORT FROM:
Preservation
Green Lab

WISTORI PRESIRVATION

ReUrbanism Research
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It takes 10 to 80 years

to overcome the climate
change impacts of demolition
and new constructlon

B -

Reusing existing blji‘lld‘ings Is green
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“Cltles need old
buildings”

-Jane Jacobs

Older, Smaller, Better

Measuring how the character of buildings
and blocks influences urban vitality

A

Vc@? Preservation Green Lab e
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MAY 274

MTEHTTTN

WwwEtemt b mabcn,orggreelab HF KRESCT FOC

ReUrbanism Research
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Does built character matter?

 Street life and walkability

* Restaurants and small business
* Employment

* Diversity

« Affordability

* Residential density

* Energy efficiency
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Google maps lllustration images: Denver
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age
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Healthy and connected

Google maps lllustration images: Denver
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

Economically diverse

Google maps lllustration images: Denver
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Newer, larger, similar-age Older, smaller, mixed-age

K Woman- and minority-owned
businesses

-
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Google maps lllustration images: Denver
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Newer, larger, similar-age

Google maps lllustration images: Denver

Older, smaller, mixed-age

L e . B L3 _ B

More job

per square foot
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Newer, larger, similar-age
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Newer, larger, similar age Older, smaller, mixed-age
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East and west sides of same block, same day and hour: 2" Street, San Francisco
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Atlas of ReUrbanism

Canada

s 50 Cities
1o Buildings & blocks
* Designations
 Economics
 Demographics

« Performance

San Francis
Los Anqeles' ' '

(GolfoldelCalifornia;

Mexico Gurioiitexico
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BUiIt C araCteI‘ in"WaShington, D.C. " Highv. Low Character Score

61.1mi2 | Pop: 672,228 | 22" Most Populous U.S. City | -Est. 1801 Use the table below to compare high- and low-
. | { character score areas in terms of their density and
The Atlas of ReUrbanism uses the Character Score to classify . diversity, inclusiveness, and economic vitality.
building stock by.ageand size. Higher scoring areas in red | u
represent blocks of older, smaller, mixed-aged buildings. |+ y Wa s h I n to n D C
Lower scoring areas.in blue represent newer, larger, similar- » ’ | | ,

aged development. High Character Low Character

Buildings by the Numbers

ﬁ Density & Diversity
[ |

e e ms 134,309 buildings

Median Age (Years)! 383 406

Avg. Between Age 18-

= 65.2% 50 years or older

Avg. Foreign Born't 13.5% 11.3%
Avg. New to County!t 74% 77%

orienc o on | 51.8% built pre-1945

Avg. Housing Units/Grid

G 708 395
e e on 1930 median year built
Inclusiveness 18.7% on National
[ | | | .
e e REQisSter

High Score Low Score Businesses!tt

....]D jj.... , - 6 Avg. Affordable Rental 623% 679%
[\ r )5

T Howng U 19.4% locally designated
mixed-aged buildings similar-aged buildings ’
/§$/' Economic Vitality
Building and Preservation Facts Year Built By Period, Washington | 50-City Average . .

Parcels/Buildings ~ Washington  50-City Average Total Jobs in Small

i 27.9% - o 32478 25,625
42.4% | 22.2% Businesses
Y\
Total 134,309 204,038 1201945\ Total Jobs in New . aars
Per Square Mile 2,197 1,436 Businesses!tt g g
Median Year Built 1930 1952 134,309 Total Jobs in Creative 54266 82428
" : Buildings Industries!ttt b !
On Nat'l Register of 87% 68% 9
Historic Places
X *Data from the 2010 Cansus
Locally Designated 19.4% 43% 29.6% | 15.7% 10.5% | 34.2% #1Data from the 2010-2014 5Year Estimates o the American Community Survey
- - o **Data from Dun & Bradstreet. 2016.
Historic Tax Credit 47 275 Pre-1920 1967-2017 ¥+t1Data from LEHD LODES, 2014

Projects
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In Washington, compared to areas with large, new structures,
character-rich blocks of older, smaller, mixed-age buildings
contain...

Nearly 80% greater population
density

&
K%
ol

93% more jobs in small
businesses and 27% more jobs
in hew businesses

More than half of a billion
dollars in private investment
through the federal historic
tax credit
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Green Lab Research and Solutions
Climate Change + Resilience

2015-2017: Convened meetings with NTHP,
Union of Concerned Scientists, Society for
American Archaeology, J.M. Kaplan Fund,
and others

Climate Heritage listserv
“‘America’s Eroding Edges”

Climate change and resilience preservation
conferences Y

Coming soon: ldentifying Solutions for URMS
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2 ft Sea Level Rise

I 6 it sea Level Rise
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How RelUrbanism Works

Diverse - Equitable - Vibrant
Healthy - Resilient

better tools
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How RelUrbanism Works

i e

Diverse - Equitable - Vibrant
Healthy - Resilient

btter tIs
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NTHP lllustration images: Colfax Avenue, Denver

Old Codes
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NTHP lllustration images: Colfax Avenue, Denver

Better Codes
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Phoenix Adaptive Reuse Ordinance

* Regulatory relief, expedited plan reviews
* Fee waivers
» 85+ projects completed

l‘ﬁ Ay
A v

National Trust for Historic Preservation |
189



Surface parking

N Parking garages |

ildings

r.éfﬂ_ Casu] 0Ors
1 = 5 !
2L Ly y lots ¢

’
g reys Ry
um'tk

rklngﬁots
quvﬁ]flelds
dr

-‘I =
P yﬂeF S |
w1 ; B )
A «. ‘.’.b ’. | |
A : e
- = (e
Ay )
1} Tl - ™ "I e
12 &M - R =
5 =S
: it ! R
» - . e —
I R
i
= 13
eft: Do 0 0 e ap cred epe Rig 0 = age credit: And 0

National Trust for Historic Preservation | 190



How RelUrbanism Works

= =

Diverse - Equitable - Vibrant
Healthy - Resilient
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Untapped Potential:

Strategies for Revitalization
and Reuse

October 2017

%b‘ 'Pré;e”rbv;ati’oh 'Creen Lab

PAST AND
FUTURE
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STEPHANIE MEEKS

with Kevin C. Murphy
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A CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL
TRUST FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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Share Best Practices

Promote ReUrbanism

National Trust for Historic Preservation

14-17, 2017 Vg
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National Trust for Historic Preservation:
www.savingplaces.org/reurbanism

Preservation Green Lab Research Reports:
www.savingplaces.org/preservation-green-lab

Atlas of ReUrbanism:
www.atlasofreurbanism.com

Contact: Anthony Veerkamp, Director of Policy, PGL

aveerkamp@savingplaces.org
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