
$7.7 billion in criminal justice costs5

96% of costs fall to state and local governments.6

The High Price of the Opioid Crisis
Increasing access to treatment can reduce costs

An infographic from July 2017

Untreated opioid use disorder (OUD), a chronic brain disorder, has a serious cost to people, their families, and society via 
increased health care spending, criminal justice issues, and lost productivity.

$504 billion in economic costs1

Patients with an OUD incur approximately $11,000 in additional 
costs annually.2

$6.1 billion in additional child and family 
assistance spending (e.g., child welfare)7

Counties with higher rates of overdose deaths and drug-related 
hospitalizations have higher rates of children entering foster care.8

Each year, prescription opioid overdose, misuse, 
and dependence account for:

$41.8 billion in lost productivity3

6 in 10 adults with OUD are in the workforce; these individuals 
have higher rates of absenteeism, turnover, and avoidable 
hospital and emergency room use.4

More than 42,000 Americans died of an opioid overdose in 2016.9 Improving 
access to evidence-based treatments for OUD can help save lives and reduce 
costs to society.
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This infographic was updated Sept. 7, 2018, to reflect new economic analysis.
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