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A look at where such care is available—and where opioid deaths are occurring

A fact sheet from March 2019

Overview
Medication-assisted treatment, or MAT—a combination of prescription medications and behavioral therapies— 
is considered the gold standard of care for patients with opioid use disorder. But only 40 of Philadelphia’s  
102 state-licensed substance use treatment programs are authorized to provide it. 

The Pew Charitable Trusts looked at the locations of all the city’s state-licensed treatment centers—those that 
offer MAT and those that do not—and how those sites compare with where Philadelphia’s opioid-related deaths 
have occurred. 

Reliable data on the locations of people with opioid use disorder are not available. Deaths are one indicator of  
the need for treatment; in 2017 alone, the city’s health department reported that 88 percent of Philadelphia’s 
1,217 overdose deaths were related to opioids.1

Where treatment is available
The maps that follow illustrate the locations of facilities in the city that are licensed as treatment centers by 
the Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs (DDAP), highlighting facilities licensed for MAT, 
those providing inpatient and outpatient services, and those in the Medicaid provider network. As part of the 
licensing process, the state Department of Health inspects the facilities to determine compliance with regulatory 
requirements. This helps to provide quality assurance.
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Figure 1

Licensed Substance Use Treatment Programs in Philadelphia 
Offering Medication-Assisted Treatment (MAT), as of September 2018
Compared with opioid overdose deaths

Notes: Data on opioid overdose deaths are presented by census tract and cover the 2015-17 period. Exact numbers for census tracts with 
fewer than six deaths were not available.  

Sources: Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs; Philadelphia Department of Public Health
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The highest concentration of opioid-related fatalities in Philadelphia fell within eight census tracts in ZIP codes 19133 (North Philadelphia—
East), 19134 (Kensington), and 19140 (Nicetown/North Philadelphia), but they represented only 18 percent of the citywide total. Other areas 
with a relatively high number of deaths were South, Southwest, and Northeast Philadelphia; the numbers were lowest in the Northwest and 
Center City. Forty programs in the city are licensed for MAT, meaning they can dispense at least one of the three medications approved for 
this use by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration—namely, methadone, buprenorphine, and naltrexone. And those facilities may also provide 
other types of care. In the 40 programs that provide MAT, 69 percent of patient slots, on average, are eligible for this treatment. 

Philadelphia has both inpatient and outpatient facilities, as shown in Figure 2. Inpatient care helps to ensure 
patients are stable; they may need medically managed withdrawal services as well as other acute care that 
requires overnight assistance. Outpatient care occurs after patients have become stable. Two of the three 
medications used in MAT—buprenorphine and naltrexone—can be delivered at inpatient facilities or in primary 
care offices and other outpatient settings. The third medication, methadone, can be administered only through 
opioid treatment programs, commonly known as methadone clinics. 
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Figure 2

Licensed Substance Use Treatment Programs With Outpatient, 
Inpatient, and Medicaid Services in Philadelphia, as of September 
2018

Sources: Pennsylvania Department of Drug and Alcohol  
Programs; Philadelphia Department of Public Health;  
and Philadelphia Department of Behavioral Health and  
Intellectual disAbility Services
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Treatment considerations include the setting (outpatient versus 
inpatient) and insurance coverage. Outpatient facilities outnumber 
inpatient care options; in Philadelphia, 75 sites offer outpatient 
treatment, compared with 34 for inpatient services. Seven 
programs offer both. Eighty percent of programs—82 of 102— 
are in the local Medicaid network; of those, 59 offer outpatient 
care and 30 provide inpatient services. Again, seven offer both. 
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Contact: Elizabeth Lowe, communications officer 
Email: elowe@pewtrusts.org 
Project website: pewtrusts.org/philaresearch

For further information, please visit: 
pewtrusts.org/philaresearch 

The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the power of knowledge to solve today’s most challenging problems. Pew applies a rigorous, analytical 
approach to improve public policy, inform the public, and invigorate civic life. 

The maps do not include all opportunities for accessing MAT. Buprenorphine and naltrexone may be prescribed 
by physicians, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants in health centers, private doctors’ offices, and other 
medical facilities not licensed by DDAP. The Philadelphia Department of Behavioral Health and Intellectual 
disAbility Services (DBHIDS) refers some patients to MAT in such settings, supplementing the state-licensed 
programs. DBHIDS manages mental health and substance use services for Philadelphia recipients of Medicaid, 
the joint federal and state program that assists low-income individuals and families in paying for health care.

Federal certification is required for those prescribing buprenorphine in any setting. A Pew analysis found that 
the number of buprenorphine-certified clinicians in Philadelphia is about average when compared with similar 
jurisdictions. As of September 2018, there were 15.2 prescribers per 100,000 people in Philadelphia, compared 
with a rate of 52.4 in Baltimore and 5.3 in Harris County, Texas (where Houston is located)—the highest and 
lowest prescriber rates, respectively, among the comparison jurisdictions.

Endnotes
1	 Philadelphia Department of Public Health, “Fatal Drug Overdoses in Philadelphia, 2017,” CHART 3, no. 1 (2018), https://www.phila.gov/

media/20181106124514/chart-v3e1.pdf.	
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