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Companies behind 5 of 
the 15 new antibiotics 
approved since 2010 
have collapsed.

Innovative financing 
mechanisms would incentivize 
companies to invest in 
development of critically 
needed antibiotics. 

Reimbursement reform would 
enable federal health care  
payers to reimburse hospitals  
for antibiotics at a fair rate. 
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Pricing and 
reimbursement  
for antibiotics is  
typically low.

The combined sales of 
all branded antibiotics 
in the U.S. in 2018 was 
$535 million.

Patient access to new and 
innovative antibiotics 
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FDA approvalIt takes 10-15 years and 
$1.3 billion to develop  
an antibiotic.

Patient access

FDA approval

The antibiotic market is categorically different from that of other pharmaceuticals. Research and development of 
any drug is expensive, but antibiotics have comparatively low prices and sales volume. 

As a result, the companies making them are going bankrupt, and many potentially lifesaving drugs end up falling 
into an antibiotic valley of death—dropping out of production before they can reach patients. 

Many authoritative reports and commissions have identified the need for economic pull incentives to stimulate 
urgently needed antibiotic development and help ensure that patients can access these drugs.

Antibiotic Development Needs Economic 
Incentives
Current market dynamics put modern health care at risk

It takes 10-15 years and 
$1.3 billion to develop  
an antibiotic.
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