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Wildlife Crossings Save Lives, Cut Costs, and
Protect Animals

Infrastructure investments can prevent dangerous, costly collisions on U.S. roadways

Overview

Wildlife collisions on U.S. roads are more than a nuisance—they're a serious safety, economic, and ecological
hazard. When roads sever the natural corridors that deer, elk, moose, and other migratory species rely on to move

safely between habitat areas in search of food, mates, and shelter, it forces animals and drivers into dangerous
conflict and cuts wildlife off from critical territory. (See Figure 1.)

Crossing structures—such as overpasses, underpasses, and fencing—that provide safe passage for migrating
animals across busy roads can reduce wildlife-vehicle crashes by more than 90%.! This infrastructure not only
prevents deaths, injuries, property damage, and medical costs but also reconnects important habitat that has
been fragmented by roadways. Research has found that one wildlife crossing can prevent about 1,400 accidents
over a 70-year lifespan, which translates into millions of dollars in savings.?
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Figure 1
Wildlife Crossings Help Solve Habitat Fragmentation
Connectivity by infrastructure type
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Source: Center for Large Landscape Conservation, Corridors Vs. Crossings: What's the Difference? 2022
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Policies that preserve natural wildlife corridors where possible and accelerate the pace and scale of wildlife crossing
construction in known collision hotspots—ideally backed by dedicated, stable revenue streams—can facilitate the long-
term planning and efficient project delivery needed to ensure habitat connectivity and reduce collisions.

Benefits of crossings

The U.S. records more than 1 million wildlife-vehicle collisions each year, and that is probably an undercount because of
unreported incidents.® These crashes cost more than $10 billion annually in repairs, medical care, and lost productivity,
and they cause about 200 deaths and 26,000 injuries annually.* According to the Federal Highway Administration,
wildlife crossings can deliver key benefits for drivers and wildlife, including:

Crash prevention: Wildlife crossings with fencing can cut large-mammal collisions by more than 80%—and up to 97% for
certain species, including deer and elk—making them among the most effective ways to improve driver safety and wildlife
connectivity.®

Cost savings: Each prevented wildlife-vehicle collision can save thousands of dollars—more than $19,000 per deer crash,
$73,000 per elk, and $110,000 per moose, as of 2020—in vehicle, injury, and wildlife costs, making well-placed crossings
a strong investment.

Habitat connectivity: Roads, fences, and development break up landscapes and block wildlife migration, limiting animals’
access to food, water, and mates, which can cause population declines and reduce biodiversity by up to 75%.°

Communities throughout the country are investing in a range of wildlife crossings to improve public safety and protect
vulnerable species. (See Figure 2.)



Figure 2
Crossings Take Many Forms to Meet the Needs of Communities
and Wildlife

Infrastructure types and functions
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Progress on crossings

Fortunately, many states are stepping up to address this pressing economic, safety, and conservation issue.
Lawmakers throughout the country have introduced legislation to facilitate wildlife crossing funding and
construction. Additionally, many states have established new funding sources to help unlock millions of dollars
of federal grants—particularly from the Wildlife Crossings Pilot Program, which was created as part of the 2021
Infrastructure Investments and Jobs Act, as well as from more than a dozen other federal programs. Continued
collaboration among state and federal partners to invest in reliable funding and policy solutions can make wildlife
crossings a regular part of transportation planning.
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