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Changing Priorities
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Kentucky  State Budget  Corrections Medicaid

Public Employee P-12 P-12
Economy 33% 44% 67% Health Care (SEEK)

174% 36% 13% 21.9%
2000-2010 Spending Growth

Postsecondary
(Non-SEEK) Institutions
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Bucket

Spending growing faster than
state budget or economy

SB Corrections
& Medicaid

SB Public Employee Health
Benefits



If education had held 1ts own...

$309 million more for K-12 education
A 7.4% increase for education in 2008
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Corrections

Persistent Felony Offender Law
Classification of Offenses

Underinvestment in Community
Corrections

Attacking Drug Abuse

Increased Privatization
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Skyrocketing inmate

costs hurt school funding

nucky’s corrections budger is growing much faster than

voral sear

government spending, The Kentucky Chamber

s offe

«d 10 partner with the General Assembly

help

find solutions ro this growing problem

THE PROBLEM
Corrections Costs Skyrocketing: Recent research by the Chambe

on state budget trends revealed that Kentucky's corrections bu

growing much fster than ol state government spending. Since

2000, Kentucky's total General Fund spending has increased by

Y16, compared 1o a 4% increase in corrections (from $619 mil-
n FY 2000-02 w $894 million in FY 2008-10)
More Spending on Inmates than Scudents: Bentucky is spending

an average of $52.14 a day to houwse 2

in 3 state-operated

inmate

Faciliey. That means it costs taxpayers more than §19,000 per year to
keep one inmare locked up.* Compare thar 1o how much tax money
Kentucky spends on » student in clementary or secondary education
jusst over $9,200 3 year or on a full-time higher education sy
dent - just under $7,000 2 vear.” The point makes ielf - Kentucky
i spending more 1o address the conrs of Riling 1o Invewr in aduca
tion than it is on the students whe represent its hopes for the future
Shift in Priotities The incrcased spending on comections ks en
tirely responsible for our shifting priotioies. Growth in Medicaid
and public employee benefins clearly outpace corrections spending
But the Chamber believes the redirection ol tax money s cause for
alarm. In terms of the state budger, cducation’s share i geming
smaller and wmallet. K-12 education’s share of General Fund appro
priations has declined from 4 high of 48.2% in FY 1986-84 1o
A3 8% in the current fiscal yvear” Postsecondary education’s share de
cined from 16,9% 1986-88 o 13.7% in the current iscal vear
Fastest Growth in Naton: Meanwhile, Kentucky has the fawing

prowing prison population in the country, sccording to 8 2008 re

port by the

Pew Uenter o .

on the
Stater.™ From 1987 1o 2007, Kentucky's imperisonment rate grow

u.-;-]_\ 250%, from well below rhe national average in 198 T 1o ahone
the national average in 200 Kenmucky's prson population has
surped singe 2000,

Low Crime Rate: Although Kentucky's rate

increased dramarically, Ke

casing by 500 1o 22000 inmares

of incarceration ha

ucky has a relavively

W CTNE rate

compared 10 other states. In face, while Kentucky's incarceration

ate was growing at 2 faster rare than the nation's, both its violent

and property crime rates fell, by 13 and 14% respectively.” Accond-
ing to FBI crime reports, Kentucky ranked 407 in the raze of viokent
crime in 2006, the mot re yvear data is svailable

What is Wrong With This Picrurel: These statistics raisc a very

hasic question: Why is Kentucky, with a relarively low violent crime

rate, putting poople in prison a1 a rare Faster than any other state in

Amerca?

POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS

Potential solutions to stemming these conts lie in some of the rea
sans demtified in the Pew report for thelr rapid increas

Persistent Felony Offender Law: The Pew report found Ken
wucky’s prison growth has been fucked in part by a series of “tough
on-crime measures such as the sate’s persistent felony offender Liw,
under which offenders roccive mandutory sentences for repeated of-
ferses.™ This law should be reviewed 1o determine if the number of
offenses required 1o trigger the stamute b 100 low, and whether it is
w0 broad in terms of including offenses for non-viokent crimes

Classification of Offcnses: Another Factor idontificd by the Pew
report s that in the 1990s 2 number of menures dlevated wme mis

demeanon to feloniosn, seclanficd some otfenses as higher kvel
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Stepping
through
the door
to 2010
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‘Not sustainable’

Chamber knows prison costs
are theatening other programs

t first glance, David
Adkisson, president
of the Kentucky
Chamber of Com-

merce, would seem to be an odd
advocate for reducing Ken-
tucky’s prison population.
After all, why should the or-
ganization that represents Ken-
tucky’s business community
care about the number of peo-

school and $7,000 a year to senc
him to a state university o1
technical and community col
lege.

“The state is consciously o1
unconsciously shifting its pri
orities away from education to
ward some of these things that
are driving the state budget,
Adkisson said. “Kentucky is
spending more to address the
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