PEW

ENVIRDNMENT GROUP

OCEANIC WHITETIP SHARK

(Carcharhinus longimanus)

Appendix Il Proposed by Palau,
listing the United States
IUCN Critically Endangered in North-

west and Central Atlantic Ocean

RECHIRISEE Vulnerable globally

RECOMMENDATION: SUPPORT

The Pew Environment Group applauds the
submission of this proposal and urges CITES Parties
to support it.

The expert panel of the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) supports this listing
and has declared that Proposal 16, to include the
oceanic whitetip in Appendix Il, is corroborated

by scientific data and sufficiently meets the listing
criteria.

Oceanic whitetip sharks have experienced
significant population declines in the Northwest
Atlantic and the West-Central Atlantic due largely
to over-exploitation fueled by a global demand for
their large, high-value fins.

Despite declines, there is little to no management
of trade in this species, and the scope of illegal
trade is unknown.?

A CITES Appendix Il listing would regulate
international trade in oceanic whitetip shark fins,
spurring steps to sustainably manage this species.

CITES PROPOSAL 16
OCEANIC WHITETIP SHARK
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Biological vulnerability to over-exploitation

e lLong gestation period of nine to 12 months.?

e Low to moderate population growth rates, in
comparison with other shark species.*

e Longreproductive periodicity, reproducing every
two years.®

* Low reproductive capacity, with only five to six
pups per litter.

Oceanic whitetip fisheries and trade

The oceanic whitetip is one of the most widespread
shark species and is found in all of the world’s oceans.’
Several targeted fisheries exist for oceanic whitetips,
and they are frequently caught as bycatch in tuna and
swordfish fisheries.® Although this species experiences a
high catch-survival rate on longline fishing equipment,
the low market value of its meat coupled with the high
value and increasing demand for its fins encourages
the practice of finning.” Fins of this species have been
valued at US$45 to $85 per kilogram.™ Thus, rather
than releasing live catch or utilizing the entire shark,
fishermen often remove the fins at sea and dispose of
the carcass overboard. Oceanic whitetip fins are easily
identifiable in trade by their white coloring, rounded
shape and large size.
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The size of oceanic whitetip populations is difficult

to estimate, because stock assessments have not
been conducted and data are generally limited.™
However, U.S. pelagic longline surveys and observer
data in the Gulf of Mexico have estimated a decline
of 99 percent over four generations for this species.'
In the Northwest Atlantic, an analysis of U.S. pelagic
longline logbook data estimated declines of up to 70
percent.”® A similar analysis of pelagic longline surveys
and observer data from the Pacific yielded a 90 percent
decline in biomass.™

Although the United Nations lists the oceanic whitetip
as a highly migratory species, little progress has been
made in the adoption of international conservation
measures, and international catch is inadequately
monitored.”™ The Pew Environment Group recommends
that Parties support this proposal and looks forward

to providing assistance and collaboration in its
implementation.

Including oceanic whitetips in Appendix Il is:

e Consistent with Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) listing criteria (Res. Conf. 9.24 [Rev. CoP14],
Annex 2alA]); regulating trade is necessary to avoid
the future eligibility of this species for an Appendix |
listing.

e Necessary to ensure that international trade is
regulated sustainably.

e Likely to spark enhanced assessment and
management of populations worldwide as countries
will need to make non-detriment findings before
issuing permits for international trade.

e Necessary to end the serial population depletion
driven by international trade.

® |n line with the FAO International Plan of Action
for sharks.
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