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Making Progress in Ending Overfishing

The Magnuson-Stevens Act is working to improve the health of U.S. fish populations

In the 1990s, important fish populations along U.S. coastlines, including mid-Atlantic summer flounder, Gulf

of Mexico red snapper, and Pacific coast lingcod, were so depleted that the government categorized them

as overfished. In 1996 and in 2006, Congress significantly strengthened the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, the primary law governing our nation’s ocean fish. The revisions included
timelines for rebuilding depleted fish populations and science-based annual catch limits to prevent overfishing.

Thanks to the Magnuson-Stevens Act, a cornerstone in one of the world's best fishery management systems, our
nation’s ocean fish are recovering from a history of overfishing.

Status of U.S. Fish Stocks Reported to Congress
Total fish stocks that are experiencing overfishing or are overfished, 1997-2013
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*Taking fish out of the water faster than they can reproduce.
‘TPopulation has reached such a low level that its capacity to produce a long-term, sustainable catch level (or yield) is at risk.
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Contact: Ted Morton, director, U.S. oceans, federal Email: wmorton@pewtrusts.org  Project website: endoverfishing.org

The Pew Charitable Trusts is driven by the power of knowledge to solve today's most challenging problems. Pew applies a rigorous, analytical
approach to improve public policy, inform the public, and stimulate civic life.
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