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Why Businesses support 
GloBal Conservation

Natural ecosystems such as forests, reefs, 
wetlands, and oceans provide inherent value 
and environmental services vital to human 
welfare and the global economy. Two-thirds of 
ecosystems are currently degraded,1 costing the 
global economy an estimated $2 trillion a year.2

Protecting the world’s remaining natural areas benefits businesses and communities by: 

Optimizing the ability Of cOmpanies tO prOvide fOr  
the needs Of a grOwing glObal pOpulatiOn
• The world population is expected to reach 9.2 billion by 2050.3 Protecting natural 

resources will help ensure that people have soils to farm in, water to drink, and fish to 
catch. Conservation practices are paramount if we are to meet this demand.

• 75% of the world’s fisheries are fully exploited or overfished,4 yet global demand for 
seafood has doubled in the past 30 years and continues to rise.5

• Nearly one-third of the world’s cropland has been abandoned in the past 40 years because 
erosion has made it unproductive.6 

• By 2025, an estimated 1.8 billion people 
will face severe water scarcity, and  
two-thirds of the global population will 
lack sufficient water.7

minimizing risk tO supply 
chains, infrastructure,  
and market access
Experts project that at current rates of 
environmental degradation, the value of lost 
ecosystem services will be about 7% of the 
global gross domestic product by 2050.8
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• Many businesses depend on reliable access to fresh 
water, wood, non-timber forest products, and genetic 
resources provided by forests around the world. The 
disappearance of 40% of the world’s forests9 and 
the expected loss of an additional 20% by 2050 puts 
supply chains at risk, and makes it more expensive for 
businesses to operate.10

• As resources are depleted, reliable sourcing of 
commodities and raw materials is becoming more 
unpredictable. Suppliers are forced into remote, 
virgin areas with limited infrastructure, putting added 
pressure on fragile ecosystems and species.

leveling the playing field fOr 
law-abiding cOmpanies
Responsible U.S. businesses are being undercut by 
companies practicing illegal logging, fishing and 
mining around the world. These commodities flood the 
international market, depressing prices and making it 
difficult for law-abiding companies to compete.
• Illegally caught fish, which account for up to 30% of 

the catch in some fisheries, are sold at lower prices 
than legally caught fish.11

• Sales from illegal timber producers abroad reduce 
U.S. exports of wood products by about $460 million 
a year.12

imprOving the well being Of 
custOmers, emplOyees, suppliers, 
and Other stakehOlders
A healthier environment benefits everyone, and a grow-
ing number of consumers make choices based on envi-
ronmental impacts and corporate social responsibility.
• Sales of certified sustainable forest products 

quadrupled between 2005 and 2007.13

• The global market for eco-labeled fish products grew 
by more than 50% from 2008–2009.14

• Global spending on ecotourism is estimated to be 
increasing by 20% a year.15

cOntributing tO a mOre peaceful 
and prOsperOus wOrld
Competition for scare natural resources has brought 
conflict and instability in some areas. 
• The U.S. National Intelligence Council has said 

that scarcities of water, arable land, and food will 
increasingly cause international conflict this century.16

• A June 2010 report by the Center for a New 
American Security concluded that environmental 
degradation will contribute to conflict and instability 
in key international flashpoints.17

The Alliance for Global Conservation—a partnership of 
Conservation International, The Nature Conservancy, 
The Pew Charitable Trusts, Wildlife Conservation 
Society, and World Wildlife Fund—is encouraging 
nations to implement a comprehensive strategy to 
address ecosystem degradation and biodiversity loss  
in the developing world.

The U.S. government could play a leadership role in 
this global initiative. U.S. policy leaders need to hear 
that global conservation is important to American 
businesses. 

Join other U.S. business and industry leaders on a 
statement supporting action on the conservation 
of ecosystems and biodiversity around the world.  
Contact Elia Herman at The Pew Charitable Trusts, 
eherman@pewtrusts.org.  
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