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Known deep-sea com-
munities in the Gulf 
of Mexico include 
extensive groups of 
tube worms, bivalves 
and hard and soft cor-
als. Deep-sea corals 
provide habitat and 
feeding and nursery 
grounds for a range 
of species. Deep sea 
reefs dominated by 
the coral Lophelia 
pertusa have been 
documented along the 
continental slopes of 
the Gulf. One of the 
most extensive cold-
water coral communi-
ties in the Gulf is ap-
proximately 25 miles 
north of the BP well 
site. Oil can smother 
and kill coral directly 
and is detrimental to 
coral reproduction. 
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