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After decades of se-
vere overfishing, Gulf
of Mexico red snapper
may finally be on the
road to recovery. But
the oil spill is threat-
ening important red
snapper habitat, and

it will take time to
determine how this
may affect the iconic
species’ recovery. Qil
and dispersants can be
harmful to fish eggs
and larvae. The oil spill
tragedy underscores
the need to take a
cautious approach in
setting limits on the
amount of fish that
can be caught annually
so fish populations are
robust enough to with-
stand unexpected and
damaging events.
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