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Sharks are a valu-
able part of marine
ecosystems, where
they serve as top
predators that help
maintain balance.
More than a dozen
species—including the
endangered scalloped
hammerhead, which
has severely declined
over the past several
decades—are present
in the Gulf of Mexico.
Oil spills degrade
sharks’ habitat and
injure them through
direct contact or when
GulfofMexico 77 they consume con-
taminated prey. Sharks
are generally unable
to adapt to rapidly
changing conditions;
therefore, recovery

from an oil spill can
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